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Allusion having been made to the state of the Nizam's
health, and the reason which would induce the Governor-
General to support the succession of Secunder Jah in pre-
ference to the other princes, the despatch goes on to say:

" No obligation of treaty binds us to take part in any-
contested succession, arising either from the total silence
of the Nizam respecting his intended successor, or from
a disputable declaration of His Highnesses intentions on
the subject. Even in the case of an unequivocal nomi-
nation of a successor to His Highness, we should not be
bound by the treaty of September, 1798, or by any
other obligation to support that successor against any
rival whose cause might be espoused by the Mahrattas."
. . , C{ Having stated the general principles which
should govern our conduct in the conjunction under
contemplation, I shall proceed to furnish you with an
outline of the particular conditions on which I am willing
to support the succession of Secunder Jah against all
competition/7 Then follow the various provisions as
subsequently embodied in the treaty, and the despatch
continues : " Such is the outline of the terms upon
which I propose to support and maintain the succession
of Secunder Jah, whether he would obtain the previous
nomination of his father or not, or even if it should be
pretended that His Highness had declared in favour of
some other of his sons. You will prepare without delay
an instrument in the Persian language in conformity
to the foregoing outline, in order that Secunder Jah (at
the moment of his father's death, or when that event shall
appear to approach) may be apprised of the terms on
which we are ready to support his cause and may be
enabled, by immediately executing a formal instrument,
to accede to my propositions in a regular manner. . . .
Secunder Jah must not be allowed to procrastinate his